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The intellectual frame of this thesis is a new historiographic approach of the relations between
science and religion in general, between ancient science and early Christianity in particular. The
methodological position clearly consists of an attempt to replace the vision of a conflict between
rationality and religion by a new model of complexity and interaction.

This complexity model appears relevant to the author of the thesis at the first centuries of Christianity.
According to Natalia Shok, at that time, Christian authors appeared to be receptive to the Greek
rational natural philosophy, especially, as the author argues, that expressed in medicine, at the very
moment when Galen developed his own theories on knowledge and medical practice. The author’s
leading idea is that, far from being in opposition, «the positive reception of rationalist natural
philosophy among supporters of Christianity came together at the exact time as the fundamental basis
of Galenism ». This leads her to a complementary assumption, that this positive reception was, in
return, a favorable condition to foster galenism in the Christian cultural world for several centuries.

As far as it is possible to follow the demonstration on the basis of the English developed summary of
the thesis, the way to establish this opinion is to refer to several medical and religious, more or less
contemporary sources. One of the most interesting source appears to be a fragment of the bishop
Denys of Alexandria or Denys the Great, « on Nature » transmitted in the work of Eusebius, which has
been until now neglected by scholars. The author stresses on the fact that Galen on one hand, and this
Christian author on the other hand, had the same philosophical ennemies, the atomists, and their
medical proponents. Are these joint ennemies a sufficient reason to establish a common philosophy
about the rationality ofthe world ?

What Galen and Christians had in common, according to the author, was the rational
knowability of the world, and a teleological view of the world’s and human creation and functioning.
This proximity seems to be a fruitful point of view to further investigate, as it can be well exemplified
in both domain. For this investigation, several examples seem to have been taken by the author such
as the treaties on the Usefulness of the Parts of the Body (not human body) by Galen, available in
Russian.

Another field of possible interaction between galenic thought and Christianity refered to by the
author, on the basis of two galenic writings - translated in Russian - is moral and ethics. Passions as
diseases of soul with a pathological effect on the health of the body, is, as it was for Stoics, a general
theme in Classical and late Antiquity. One can be more skeptical about the rapprochement she does
between Christian and galenic vision of passions as « sin ». On the other hand, the Christian interest
and progressive medical and societal organisation towards sick and poor people, feeded by new values
of charity and love, by Christians, is well highlighted.



In this way Natalia Shok will certaintly benefit from ongoing research on Galen’s religious belief and,
what is currently investigated through the findings of new texts, its evolution throughout his life
towards a kind of philosophical agnosticism together with a lively personal religious feeling towards
pagan gods (Asclepios in particular), on the contrary of what was, until now, an established paradigm.

Beside the fact that the works of Galen himself are a kind of continent which is until now
dificult to master, the reader may be confused about what is meant by galenism, as it may refer to the
doctrines of Galen himself or to the later systematisation- and even sclerosis- that was established
progressively from the Middle Age until the 17th and even 18th century. Thus this expression always
needs to be clarified. Another point is that the transmission of Galen’s work was ensured by the
various translations made in the East, often with a religious tonality (syriac , arabic, jewish translations
etc .) before arriving in the western countries, through arabo-latin translations.

Of course, further translations of Galen in Russian are needed, let apart translations in other modern
languages, as the recent ones on newly found treaties and also the volume of English translation of
physical and philosophical treaties, will greatly help enriching this domain.

Natalia Shok obviously made a remarkable effort in gathering and reading a very wide
bibliography in several languages on the subject. No doubt that her work will help scholars develop the
knowledge of the very important galenic thought and modify false representations.

Finally, 1 would like to congratulate Natalia Shok for her important work, and | hope that it will
contribute to open new ways to new research and ideas about the relationship between science and
religion, medicine and early Christianity, in the beginning of our era.

Paris, June 3rd 2014

Pr. Annelle Debru
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Jekapt

WHTennekTyanbHOW OCHOBOW [aHHOW [uccepTauuun fBNAETCA HOBbIA MCTOpUOrpapuyeckunii

NMOAXO[L K CBA3WU MeXAy HayKoW W penuruen B LENOM, a, B YaCTHOCTU, MEXAY aHTUUYHOW HayKoW wu
PaHHUM  XpPUCTUAHCTBOM.  MeTOLONOrMYEeCKO  OCHOBOW  CTana  KOHUenuus  CNOXHOCTU
B3aMMOOTHOLUEHUIA MeXAy penurveid n payuoHaibHbIM 3HAHWEM BMECTO pPacrnpoCTPaHeHHbIM [0
HefJaBHEro BPEMEHU Te3UCOM O KOH(IMKTe. DTa MOAe/Nb CNOXHOCTU KaxeTcsa aBTOpy Aucceprauuu
COOTBETCTBYHOLE/ MepBbIM BeKaM XpucTuaHcTBa. o cnosam Hatanuu LLOK, paHHexpucTuUaHcKue
aBTOPbI MPUHUMANKN FPEYECKYH0 paunoHaibHY HaTyphuniocogpuio, 0CO6eHHO, KakK YTBEPXAaeT aBTop,
3TO BbIpaXanocb B MeAuLMHe, B TOT caMblii MOMeHT, Korga [aneH paspaboTtan cBou Teopum O
MEeAMLMHCKMUX 3HaHMAX W npakTuke. naBHas waes aBTopa COCTOUT B TOM, 4TO, Aaseko He B
ONnNo3nLUMK, «MNOMIOXUTENIbHO BOCMPUHATAS XPUCTMAHCTBOM pauuoHanncTuyeckas Hatypgunocopus
cocTaB/siia B TO XK€ camoe Bpemsi U 06LieTeopeTUYecKyto 6a3y raneHusma». 3TO NPUBOAUT ee K
LONONHUTENILHOMY MPEeANONOXKEHNIO, YTO MMEHHO MOMIOXKUTENIbHOE BOCMPUATUE NOCNYXWN0, B CBOIO
ouepefb, 61aronpuUATHLIM YCNOBMEM AN Pa3BUTUS FaneHM3ma B XPUCTMAHCKOM KY/IbTYPHOM MUpe B
TeYeHMe HEeCKO/IbKNX BEKOB.
HackonbKo BO3MOXHO NPOCNeanTb NPOSAB/EHME HA OCHOBe aBTopedepaTa guccepraynn, gokasatb 3Ty
TOYKY 3pEHUS MOXHO, 006PATUBLUNCL K HECKONbKUM MeAULUHCKUM W PEeNUTNO3HbIM, B TON WU UHON
CTeneHn COBPEMEHHbIM UCTOYHMKAM. OAHUM M3 CaMblX UHTEPECHbIX UCTOYHMKOB ABNSETCA (PparMeHT
TpakTaTa enuckona J[uoHucus AnekcaHgpuiickoro wunu AuoHucus Benukoro «O npupoge»,
nepefaHHbli B paboTe EBCeBMSA, KOTOPbIA Yy4eHble [0 HACTOSALLEro BPeEMEeHW He MNpUuHMManu BO
BHUMaHWe C 3TOM TOYKM 3peHus. ABTOP NMOJYEepKUBAET TOT (hakT, uyto y aneHa, ¢ O4HOW CTOPOHbI, U
3TOr0 XPUCTUAHCKOrO aBTOpa, C APYroW CTOPOHbI, ObIIN OLHU N Te e (UI0COPCKNE OMNMOHEHTHI,
aTOMUCTbl U UX MeAULWUHCKUE CTOPOHHUKWU. HABNAKOTCA AU 3TU 06WMe OMMOHEeHTbl AOCTaTOYHbLIM
OCHOBaHMeM Ans cosfaHus obuen punocoPmm o paunmoHanbHOCTU Mupa?

Mo MHeHUO aBTopa, Y [aneHa v XpucTvaH o6WMM 6bINO pauuoHanbHOE 3HaHWe 0 Mupe U”
TENeoNOrMYecKNin B3rnag Ha cosfaHve v (YHKLMOHMpPOBaHWEe MWUpa W 4yenoBeka. ITa 61U30CTb,
KaXKeTcs, ABNSETCA MPOAYKTUBHOMW TOYKOW 3peHUs NS fanbHeilero ucciefoBaHus, TakK KakK ee
MOXHO MPOUNMKCTPMPOBaTh Ha nNpumepe 06enx npeameTHbIX obnacteld. [ns 3TOro uccnefoBaHUs
aBTOp NPUBOAWUT HECKO/NbKO NPUMepoB, Hanpumep, TpakTatbl «O Ha3HayeHWW vacTeil Tena» (He
4eNnoBeYeCKoro Tena) ManeHa, [OCTYMNHbIE HA PYCCKOM fA3blIKe.

Apyroil 06nacTbl0 BO3MOXHOIO B3aMMOAENCTBUA uaeid ManeHa v paHHEro XpUcTuaHcTBa, Mo
MHEHWIO aBTOpa, Ha OCHOBE [BYX raNeHOBCKUX TPYLOB - NepeBefeHHbIX Ha PYCCKUI A3blK - ABNANNCH
mMopanb u 3aTuka. CTpacTu Kak 3aboneBaHus Aywun ¢ NaTONIOrMYECKUM B/IUSIHUEM Ha 3[40pOBbe Tena
ABNAOTCA, KaK U AN8 CTOMKOB, rNaBHOM TEMON B K/aCCUYECKOW M No3fHel aHTMYHOCTU. HekoTopble
MOFYT CKENTMYECKM OTHOCUTbLCA K COAMXKEHMIO NO3UUWMIA, KOTOpPOe OHa MPOBOAUT MeXAy
XPUCTUAHCKUM W TafIeHOBbIM BUAEHMEM CTpacTel Kak «rpexa». C Apyroi CTOPOHbI, 0CO60 OTMEYEHbI
XPUCTMAHCKOe CTpeM/IeHUe 1 NporpeccMBHas MeguLuMHCKas 1 06l ecTBEHHas opraHu3anus XpucTman



B OTHOWEHUW BOMbHbIX N HEMMYLLNX NOAENA, NOAKPENIEHHbIE HOBbIMU 3HAYEHUAMWU MUNOCEPANS U
No6BU.

Takum o6pasom, pgucceptaums Hatanmm Lok 06e3yCNOBHO BHOCUT 3HauYMTeNbHbIA BKAag B
nccnefoBaHme yoexaeHuii ManeHa, n TO, YTO B HACTOsLLEE BPeMS UCCeAyeTcs MO AaHHbIM HOBbIX
TEKCTOB: 3BOMKOLMSA Ha NPOTSHHKEHUMN BCEIA €ro XW3HM K CBOEro poga (punocopckomMy arHoCTULU3MY
BMECTE C CU/IbHbIM NINYHLIM PEANTUO3HBIM YYBCTBOM K S3bl4eCKMM 60ram (B 4aCTHOCTWU, ACK/ENuI),
AnameTpasibHO NPOTUBOMOMOXHO TOMY, YTO CYMTANOCh 40 CMX NOP YCTOABLUEACA CUCTEMOI MOHATUINA.

MoMMMO TOro, YTo TPyAbl camoro aseHa ABNAKTCA CBOEro pofa KOHTUHEHTOM, KOTOPbIA [0
CUX Mop TPYAHO OCBOWUTb, YMTaTE/Ib MOXET 3anyTaTbCAd B TOM, YTO UMEETCH B BUAY MOJ rasieHn3Mom,
TaK KakK OH MOXET OTHOCUTbCA K yyeHuUAM camoro laneHa wnu 6Gonee NO34Hei cuctemarusauuu,
KOoTopas nocTeneHHo pa3pabaTbiBanach C nepuoja cpefHeBeKoBbs A0 17-ro n faxke 18-ro Beka. Takum
06pa3om, cneflyeT TakXKe YTOUHUTb 3TO BbipaxKeHue. [pyroil MOMEHT 3aK/104aeTcs B TOM, 4YTo paboTa
laneHa Oblna nepefaHa 6narofaps pasHbIM MepeBofaM, CAenaHHbIM Ha BoOCTOKe, 3ayacTyi C
PENNTMO3HbIM OTTEHKOM (CUpUIACKMe, apabeckue, eBpelickue nepesofdbl W Ap.), A0 NpubbITUA B
3anajHble CTpaHbl, B pe3ynbTare apabo-naTMHCKUX nepeBofoB.KOHEUYHO, HY>XHbl HOBble MepPeBOAbl
aneHa Ha PYyCCKWMIA A3blK, MOMUMO MepeBOja Ha [pYyrue COBpPeMeHHble A3blKW, TaK Kak nocnegHue
nepeBodbl HeAaBHO O06HApY)XEHHbIX TpakTaTOB W TakKXe aHrMNCKWUiA nepeBoj aHaToMo-
(hm3nonornyecknx n ¢UNOCOMCKUX TPakTaToB OyAyT B 3HAYMTENIbHOW CTemneHW cnocobCcTBOBaTb
paclpeHnto nccnefoBaHunii B 9ToM NpegMeTHOW obnacTu.

Hatanus Lok 6e3yCnoBHO MPUAOXWAA 3HauMTe/bHble YycuaMs npu cbope M YTEHUM
OFPOMHOr0 KOMM4yecTBa NMTepaTypbl Ha HECKO/IbKMX A3blKax Ha 3Ty Temy. be3 comHeHus, ee paboTa
MOMOXET YYeHbIM YBEIMYNTb MO3HAHMA O YPe3BblYaiHO BaXKHbIX MAeAX [aneHa v M3MEeHUTb NIOXHbIe
npegcTaBneHus.

B 3akntoueHue, g 6bl XoTena no3apasmtb HaTtanuio LLIOK ¢ Takoil BakHOI paboToid, M HaferCh, OHa
MOMOXeT OTKPbITb MYTM K HOBbIM WCCMEAOBaHMSM W NpeACcTaBNeHVWAM O B3aMMOCBSA3M HayKu W
PeNNrnn, MeAULUMHbLI N PaHHETO0 XPUCTMAHCTBA B Hayase Hallel apbl.

r. Mapux, 3 noHa 2014 .

Mpodeccop Apwmenb Lebpy
(Armelle Debru)



MepeBoj faHHOTO TeKCTa C (hpaHLy3CKOro M aHrIMACKOro A3bIKOB Ha PYCCKUM A3bIK caenaH
MHOW, NepeBog4YMKoM MamegoBbiM Tumypom [>KaBaHLLpoBUYeM. TpeboBaHUS K TEKCTY
nepesoja (MakcMmanbHast TOYHOCTb, IPaAMOTHOEe U3/M0>KEHWE) MHE Pa3bACHEHDI.
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OaMHHAALATOro MIOHS fBe ThICAYM YeTbIpHaALATOro roga

A, MapTbliHOBa HaTanus AHApeeBHa, BPEMEHHO UCMONHAKLWLAA 0643aHHOCT Y HOTapuyca ropoga
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